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Mark Prudowsky
Doing Chores after a Lousy Day at Work

Though hardly a saint I've levered broom under toe kicks, behind the fridge
and in the crack between linoleum and threshold. Down on my knees

with an old flannel sheet, I've scrubbed scuff marks and spatters of coffee
and left the rag to dry on the porch in the sun as my mother does

when she boasts you can eat off her floors. Though hardly the flush

| felt on first base having driven the lead run home, the shining chrome taps,
dusted sills and shirts hung in sunlight I've mastered better today

than the botched morning inspection or the client so miffed by

fingerprints left on her walls she withheld pay, or the slipping transmission

| thought had been fixed by the shop that now won't return my calls.
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Mark Prudowsky

Before Work

Before dawn, before other crews pull up
even my own; before a tailgate drops

and coiled cable, pipe and drills scrape the truck bed
emerge and unpack themselves; before the apron

slung from the waist is weighted: fasteners, driver bits,
meter and tape; before conduit saddles obstacles, saws

wind up and roar; before a compressor kicks the drums of my ear,
| rub a cricked neck, look across the cove. A tanager whistle.

The soft swell of light. The sharp profile of a spruce on the ridge.



peals siy ul buiny

Yreap jo Jawe|

ssauiep 4O ussnD

s|lejus sweu ay} Jeym 186104 J0u Op Ing
auoydasiad aw ||ed Aew Nox

sdi| Buijead siy jo ysa|} paydiaiis ayy oju|
y1e81 Aw Jo s100. pabbel ayy juls 01 s
ao1j110es Bulwosso|q siy 1dedoe o]

uoIsold MO|s e sI uoirdwnsuod A
[1os Aw ojul buikessq
uononsp jo aikd e si Apoq siy

yped Buuemoyy Aw O

®dUaJanal U]

109} Aw 1e Buisspy

yresp 106 aa | ||e Jauy

so01 Aw usamiaq ul Buind

suoljepuep 8y 10

anbuoy Aw Jspun spass sy JO asnedag
auoydasiad W ||ed> P|NOd NOA

I3y wo.iy
uasii dA,nok jeyi mou ‘nok |jed> am pjnoys jeypa

uine aisor

"eas sy} umop d|nb o3 payuem
NoA Moy 10| "SueOW 0JBY Y} MOY ‘S810U MO|
asoy3 01 uaisi| Ajuo Ay ‘se10u mo|
ay1 buis p|nos nok os ‘enbuoy siy
'X0Q &210A sly
|ea1s 01 paluem Ajuo noj ‘shAes ay ‘|njinesq os alem nok

‘Leaylooms ‘Buluiow sem
1 “spjeyy siy “biys ojod siy ui nok
ssalp 0} sal pue
uead0 sy} woij Apog Jnok s||nd ay ateym
weaip ay3 3noge
noA s||e1 pue ‘siy ul puey JnoA saxel

‘auoq ybnouyy
SIND 8y alaym 'yBnoiyl SMoys UoILoISIP Syl alaym
Buos siy1 ul ped
e s,2J9Y ] U8Isuow 1l ||ed pue Jay1eboy sued
poob ayi ||e pjow 03 sI Apoq e

UMO O} 4l SB WaY} UMO O} aJe

sBulyl sweu o} §I se siy i s|jed pue
Apogq e 01 juiod 1eys ‘piiq siy s pue pliq e o}

wiodieyy ‘Ajises os syuid enes| siebuly

BAl} 8S0YM
uew y/ "1nd 03 Janaq si 1ybi| syl usym

Ja31e| Joj diew 01 1suM UnoA punode 1l sai} pue
sBun| unoA woly peayy pai e s||nd oym uew e sa1ay |

pe|jeg dloioH

uosnbue- uijaied



"$955040 913 1| syue|d orewol ayy
sy100s ‘a|dde us1io. e UO s|PaUY BYS
JSUIM Ul UDjS 831 ybnouyy paxoesd
s,yues ayl ‘mou ‘Ing "paumolp pue
Apogq Jay ul ||13s Jues ays ‘pa|joms

Ayjs ay1 sy Buiddup ‘pasene|ds pnw
‘Bueyiano ue Jepun bulybne| yay mes |
'@2UQ "sp|of HIYs Jay ‘g|dlAe|D Jay JO
dip @Y1 4es Jay Jo SAIND BY3 Ul SBWOY
1SN IO paLp ||e s3I Inq sake uay
Japun yojnw sqnu ays se ‘skes ays
‘sBuiyy Buinl| aaey o3 Juenodwli s}
‘Mmo.b 01 uspueb Jay o) ybnous aq |Im
slea) Jay 4l se sald pue ‘sead deus Jsy
'SIUIYD2DNZ JBY JO UMOIQ BY1 $83011S
BWWOW pue uns ||e sAys ayy ‘Aepo|

3959 9y} ul 3sag moun peaq ay3 Ajup

uosnbue- uijaied)

salpoq pajbuew Jlayl JO

asuedxa ay3 99s 0|

awi oy

aol1I0esS e ‘auljepls sy Buoje sdeu oy
pliom Aw o1u|

@dueJlUL JIayl JO uonipuod e ‘sinb Awis Jisy |
sulodlun puy

sadojeyoel jo pue| ay3 Wol

Haqed-ejey 8yl

Josp padey ysews ay|

sainads Jiayy Bunesuijpg

so01 1uaq A|Buoim puy

S||N3s INO pausne vy |

Buides|s wayy pauibewi puy

PEOJ B3 JO SBPIS BY} UO S$8IPOQ MES | P|IYD B S

SaUO0Q PaysnJd Woli

Keme pue Jjasyi uo uj

UIS PUe Unj 8yl Jo [iNd 8y

sueB1o JO U0I3199]|0d JO WNssodo Jo UooIdeY
81eUNLIOJUN UE JO SSeJIed 8y} JO UIY} |

peol ay} ur duing e Jano s|joy

100} Aw 01 1x8U 811} 8yl Usypa

Ivpeoy

uine aisor



‘WYAYd ou smouy| pue Buns JaAsu sey oym

BUOBWOS 0} PaQLIdSaP 2ISNW JO aiNeu sy}
1o ‘paule|dxe aqg 1snw abeluew se ‘way} 99s

1,ued noA JI [|oM se uoljelleu Jo pasu Ul
s&3043s Ysniq oy} ‘sainioid Jiayy ul |1 sisiye

Kem ayy auois pue uIp ay1 Bulussiep aikeyy |1
J1oBue| BuimoiB sdoup Auiy 1siiy ayy ‘ob

oM alay pue ‘usw|iyjn; Buneddnue
1sn[ Ase1sde ul s punoub ayi |iaun

suosuedwod pue s||edied ay) Bunsisal
‘InejULd e Buimo||o} spoom desp ul seay

ued auo ou Auoydwis e 1onpuod | Aep
4oe3 ‘SnOIAQO 8y} O} SNOIAIQO

uaym |nyssi|q 3sow ‘suoirdesuodaid Aw yim Ho
‘aoueloubi ul Addey ‘a|gel ayy uo

108} JO 19nbueq e aAe8)| | SISYIO JOJ B|IYM
o6I0b | sjusWOW SWOS U] "awl} e 1e 81q

e A|uo &3} JO WOPSIM 1IN0 Js}ew 0}
MOY MOU3| 3,Uop | ‘8|geysinbunsipul

ale Aoy} aiaym JaAll 8} pue sulelp WIO3S 8y} 0}
[IA® 10 anjea Jo Buiylhue puss
‘Buiyplions

alsem oIym ‘pey an,am sinodumop ayj ueyy
Janeq ‘yues payoied oy sases) spjulds juley

V "Sh usamiaq aoeds ple| siy} &3] SWl} swes ay}
1e Buneaud pue bulkp ‘sioys ayi 1e

saAeM JO uonow ayl a1 st Abisus Jo
1o pue ui Bulind ay 8as 3,uop noA 1eyy

peayaio) AW UO USIILIM S| JBYM ISPUOM |
‘a|ge1 a3 ssoude noA 1e 3oo| | usypn

uiey Joj Buniepp

Z2IMa1jue|O)| BIpURS

‘usaq aney 1ybiw 1eyy ||e yum Alowsw
|eaJ Buibuel Aq pausesm ‘paysiuiwip
swealp Aw ||e ‘K10 oueidos pauleisns
s,9|eJOYD DWOS ‘oUW dA0de 1eoj} Yolym ‘seads
10U Op | suonelidse o} aseq

sso|pua ue a1| buluuni ayou buoj e
‘sieadde Aep ueyy sasep sapeys skeme
douipsoeg ay3 ‘Juswow o} uswow sn(
Ing s|qissod si Aol |94 01 mouyy

| MON -8s|e buiyrawos bulj|i Aqg jjes
Aw uiesns ‘|jessuny e buunp

Ajuo sanys en|q ses ‘Aussiw Jo

Ispiw ays ul 184 ssauiddey puly 0y
JUESW We | UOSeal auos oy jI se

sBuim ayy ul Buniem jyuswiuioddesip
awes ay} ‘'sieak Auiyy Jsye Jsyiel

Awi >oeq usalb Buleq ovj1| sem aH

aseg ssa|pu3 ue I

Z2IMa1jue|O)| BIPURS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


