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Brock Jones

Dream in Which the City’s Destroyed
 
Our city’s turning to dust. Witness the collapses from an upper window: our city
destroyed by fi re. This city. Ours. Not fi re in the elemental sense, but as fi refi ght. As
in, combat. As in, war. Firepower like we’ve never seen in 15 years of fi ghting. Like
I’ve never. Endless stream of tracers cuts buildings at the knees and they crumble. All
of them. A coming rumble. To dust. It’s clear it’s coming for us. No one speaks. No
time to know. No time to say. A rumble this bodily can’t be. Firepower like this can’t
be. This crumble. This disintegration. We fall, we debris. I now alone in my falling. This
rubble of falling. I cover my head: effortless the passing. This return to dust. 



Brock Jones

Bent

A fl eeting aversion to our foolish angles
day again resolves around the cruelest angles.
  
This heart is tall grass wind-sheared
at the nodes bent over ruthless angles
 
sounding a calligraphy we might comprehend
but for the ability never to speak our truest angles.
 
Not hating the beautiful war then fi nds us
cracking now our skulls on newest angles.
 
Rain-black clouds open orchid-like spooling
out their contrast of bluest angles.
 
Who wants to live forever as we are now
traced, Brock, by only our most brutish angles?
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Elizabeth Forsythe

If I Petal-Pluck a Daisy It Becomes an Augury

if i petal-pluck a daisy it becomes an augury
this morning a small tawny bird hovered shoulder height & whispered
something about the future i only caught when it said venus &
proclaimed the body of woman is divine  i asked what about the brain

she was next to me  she is always next to me  forehead pressed into my neck
She fi ngerspells trauma  against my skin the bird said nothing & went up in fl ame
it wasn’t a phoenix so the ash meant nothing
the fi re meant nothing
later i swallow a razor because she told me to
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Elizabeth Forsythe

I try telling John I don’t believe in ghosts

 i try telling John i don’t believe in ghosts
         [this is a lie] 
it spills from my lips &
i wind it around my fi ngers a silver chain & black crystal
a rosary i choke on  i don’t know the words   
 & ask instead about burial       

he places his fi ngers to my mouth         rock salt & running water
he’s here because i asked him to be
  kept at the edges  
  bone ash against my chest

i read about funerary cannibalism  & think i can understand
 to keep the dead this close 
 so much closer
i have a sudden want for gentleness
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